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Toward A Fighting Farmers League 


The hopes of thousands of struggling farmers in California 
rest upon the program of action to be adopted next Saturday 
and Sunday when the United Farmer’s League holds its First 
Annual Convention at Berkeley. The convention will hammer 
out a program based upon the common interests of the small 
farmers and workers on ranches and in cities, against the power 
trusts, landlords, chain stores, and big ranchers. 


The power issue especially is one of the main grievances of 
California’s dirt farmers. Large power companies such as the 
Pacific Gas & Electric, the Southern Edison, and the San Joaquin 
Light and Power companies have a stranglehold around the 


small farmers, to the extent that one-sixth of the farmers’ cash 
income is swallowed up by power bills. The United Farmers’ 
League demands not only a 50 per cent reduction in power 


rates for irrigation purposes, but also the elimination of demand 
charges (for the installation and “servicing” of power lines) and 
control over mieter-testing—the latter two being merely devices 


to rob the small farmers through excerbitant charges where no 
charge should exist at all, and through tampering with meters. 
The effectiveness of mass protest against excessive power 
rates can be seen by the lower rates obtained for domestic users 
in San Joaquin Valley last spring. The decrease was made 


effective only after the United Farmers’ League had been rousing 


sentiment excessive rates throughout the valley for 


months. 


against 


The need for unity of small farmers with city workers is a 
burning one. The buying power of the city workers must be 
raised in order for the farmers to be able to sell their produce 
at a price which will not leave them on the verge of bankruptcy. 
This calls for joint struggle against the chain stores to slash the 


monopoly profits reaped by the trusts. 


workers, should organize struggle 


Small farmers, as well as 
against Roosevelt’s “New Deal” which, with its inflation policy 
of saving the profits for the rich, drives their living standard 
lower by boosting the prices of necessary articles they have 
to buy. 

Small farmers of California! Follow the path of struggle 


by thousands of farmers in other parts of the country, 


taken 


under the leadership of the United Farmers’ League! Organize 
to repeal the Agricultural Adjustment Act, which places the 
burden of benefit payments upon the farmers and workers 
through the processing tax! 

Organize mass support for the Farmers’ Emergency Relief 


Bill (HR 9967), which calls for the cancellation of debts and the 


granting of long-term credits irom the government, without 
interest! 

Build a fighting solidarity with wage workers in the cities 
and on the large ranches! 

For immediate cash relief from the SERA for all needy 
families—against the seizure of livestock or machinery for the 
non-payment ¢ lebts or taxes—for a 50 per cent cut in power 
rates—for the raising of the purchasing power of the workers 
in the cities and small farmers—for a united front of struggle 
against the food trusts and speculators—organize Farmers’ Com- 
mittees of Action! Build a powerful United Farmers’ League 
in California! 
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Moley’s “Plea” For Mooney 
In an open letter to Governor Merriam, Raymond Moley, 


confidant of Roosevelt and his unofficial mouthpiece, urges that 
pardoned immediately. Why is Moley moved by a 
‘“iustice” at this late date? 


Mooney be 
sudden passion tor 
r that if Mooney is to be pardoned at 


First, he makes it clea 
? 


all. it must be done “before the Supreme Court is compelled to 

enter upo! 1e task of establishing the legal justifications for a 
t S q 

review of the ASE Moley—and Roosevelt—know that the 


action Supreme Court in granting the application for a 
hearing on a writ of habeas corpus is a signal to the workers 
to renew and redouble their campaign of miss pressure to force 


ot 


the release of Tom Mooney. They wish to avoid, too, the stench 
that would follow the lifting of the lid off the filth and corrup- 
tion under which the conviction of Mooney and Billings is 
buried. 

Secondly, such an action by Merriam would provide the 
illusion of liberalism, and, Moley hopes, to fool the radicalized 
workers of California enough to serve as base for further 
attacks against the working class. This is exactly what Pro- 
fessor Moley has in mind when he says, “it would be a blow to 


radicals.” In Molev’s own words, if would be playing the “best 


politics.” 


Moley says he does not dispute the opinion that Mooney 
“was a menace the peace and order of the state (read capi- 
talists—L.R.)” but makes it clear that in his opinion the pardon 
the illusion among the working class that 


to 


would help preserve 


the capitalist system is not so bad after all. He reminds the 
Governor of California that “you and I, in common with most 
Americans (read American capitalists—L.R.) want to preserve 


of government.” 


the American system 


If it had been up to the Moleys and Merriams, the gallows 
long since have removed this “menace to the peace and 
order of the (capitalist) state.” It was the splendid demonstra- 
tions oi Russian workers in front of the American Consulate at 
Petrograd in 1917 that forced President Wilson to urge Mooney’s 


would 


life be spared, in the hope that the Russian workers would in 
return continue to butcher their class brothers in the war to 
secure larger profits for the capitalists. 

It was the long list of demonstrations by American workers 
that kept the Mooney and Billings issue alive, much to the dis- 
comfort of the capitalist class, and that forced the Supreme 
Court of the United States to take the step that it has taken. 


It is this working class mass pressure that will free him—not 


the hypocritical “pleas” of Moley. The closed fists of a de- 
termined lass have forced the “open letters’ of the 


working ¢ 
spokesmen for the 
tered down the 


When Tom 


another victory fot 


Roosevelt administration, as they have bat- 
the U. S. Supreme Court. 


San Quentin, it 
action. 


barriers to 


Mooney walks out of will be 


militant working class 


OPEN FORUM 


DON RUSSELL 

I saw them there, the black, the white, the clean, 
The dirty. A pungent smell of sweat was mixed 
With that of shoes 


Cnarled fists on blue serge 
Like mist. 


shined but an hour before. 
knees and smoke that rose 


And there, the speaker, so careless of ‘“‘aints” 
And tenses, but talking from his heart to theirs. 

And suddenly the walls that kept us there 

Were gone and black and white streamed through the 


To duty on the picket li 


streets 


me 
nme, 


Here, 
Were speakers, and tenses mixed, songs 
And women with coffee, steaming hot; and factory 
Chimneys sent no smoke sireaming up 
But COps and thugs pac ed hack and forth with guns 


And clubs. 


The cops bunched forward and black and 
Felt bosses’ terror and sweat stood out while workers 
Howled their hate and blood of workers spilled. 
Halt traffic. Workers, bury your dead. 
Step slowly. March with angry tread. 
Flee Bosses. Yes, even your cops have fled. 


loo, 


ees ° ** 
aints, 


while 


And then the walls closed in but workers smiled 
And speakers so careless of “‘aints’’ and tenses, spoke 
Not words of hate but words of praise while black 
And white and clean and dirty chose delegates 
Te a council of farmers’ and workers’ Soviets. 
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THE FIRST STORY IN THE 
SHORT STORY CONTEST 


Will appear in the next issue. From then on there will be 
one in every issue until the close of the contest on March 18, the 
anniversary of the Paris Commune. 


Prizes and judges will be announced in the next issue. Get 


to work on your story today. 


We don’t want stories such as appear in the bourgeois liter- 
ary magazines describing the misery of the working class to the 
wealthy parasites. These must be stories of struggle and ex- 
perience written from one fellow worker to another. What is 
the use of us eternally describing each other’s misery to one 
another? What are we doing about it? Your story will be judged 
on its ability to convey the essential ideas of the revolutionary 
movement to workers who do not yet fully understand the issues 


before them. Fill your stories with pointers on the methods of 
organization. If you were to set down the dialog between your- 
self and the last fellow worker you recruited to the party, the 
way you approached him, the arguments he presented and how 
vou answered them. How you brought out the relation of the 
struggle with his own life: how you first introduced him to 
actual participation. This alone would be a story that would 
be a valuable aid to other comrades, would convince hundreds 
of others, and would be filled with humor and interest. The 
field of storie i unlimited. You probably have a whole et of 
yarn you pin to your comrade without it ever occuring to you 
that they hould be put down on paper. Write them down the 
way you tell them and you'll probably win the well, that is 
to be announced later. 


Monday, November 26, 
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IFditor, Western 


The results of the last Election Lal) 
returns convince me that all is ‘IN 
not well with the methods and 
approach of our party for poh 
tical support from the common 
people ; 

1 and the rest ol the Comrad 
es around here think that tins iene 
question should by all means be 
taken up immediately. and tind 
out just what is wrong—where do 
we fall short? Who or what is 1 
blame for it and what steps ar 


io attract voters to ov 


mecessa;ry 
party. 
it seems to me that all our a 
tation, propaganda, Moone) Ma 
mectings, ete. ete, have hardly MA, 
left a dent in the political think 
inv or expressions of the comunor t 
people towards the ‘Communist 
Party and its candidates. 
lf an overhauling 1s necessany, 
let's co to it. H a new method a 


of approach or propaganda 


desirable—why not Unless We 
intend to remain a small bigoted 
sect like the defunct bin j ion 
omethinge must be done 
*%® Asks For Conterence 
I would suevest the following ( 
procedurs < tor st CONPECTOCTIC( ol 
the best heads within the Varty 
Phose Comrades who were im 


